
R I V E R F L OW C O N T E N T S

I . HOME

3 Coming Back to the House Songs for Coming Home
4 Home Songs for Coming Home
6 The House of Belonging The House of Belonging
9 At Home The House of Belonging
12 It Happens to Those

Who Live Alone The House of Belonging
15 Winter Child The House of Belonging
16 The Winter of Listening The House of Belonging

I I . MOMENTS

23 Horses Moving on the Snow Songs for Coming Home
24 Light Over Water Songs for Coming Home
25 The Wildflower Songs for Coming Home
26 Owl Calls Where Many Rivers Meet
27 Easter Morning in Wales Where Many Rivers Meet
28 Seen from Above Where Many Rivers Meet

I I I . REVELATION

31 The Opening of Eyes Songs for Coming Home
32 The Song of the Lark Songs for Coming Home
33 Up On the Hill’s Back Songs for Coming Home
34 Fire in the Earth Fire in the Earth
35 Traveling to London Fire in the Earth
38 Unutterable Name Fire in the Earth
43 Sitting Zen Fire in the Earth
44 Open Fire in the Earth
45 We Shall Not be Here Fire in the Earth
46 Death Waits Fire in the Earth
48 Midsummer Prayer Fire in the Earth
50 The Half Turn ofYour Face Fire in the Earth
52 Sometimes Everything is Waiting ForYou



R I V E R F L OW C O N T E N T S (continued)

54 When the Wind Flows Everything is Waiting ForYou
56 The Thicket Everything is Waiting ForYou
59 Sligo Glen: Walking out of Silence Everything is Waiting ForYou
62 The Bell Ringer Everything is Waiting ForYou
67 Mortality My Mistress New Poems
70 Waiting to Go On New Poems
75 Arrivals New Poems
78 The Hazel Wood New Poems
81 Who Made The Stars? New Poems

I V. THE WELL

93 Inside Songs for Coming Home
94 Faith Where Many Rivers Meet
95 The Well of Grief Where Many Rivers Meet
96 Forgive Everything is Waiting ForYou
97 Threshold Everything is Waiting ForYou
99 Fishing Everything is Waiting ForYou
101 The Shell Everything is Waiting ForYou
104 Farewell Letter Everything is Waiting ForYou
106 Looking Everything is Waiting ForYou
108 Dance Night in Waterford City Everything is Waiting ForYou
112 Ancestral New Poems
114 Stepping Stones New Poems
117 Tempus Omnia Revelat New Poems

V. WRITING

121 Seven Steps for Coming Home Songs for Coming Home
122 Muse Where Many Rivers Meet
123 The Task at Hand Where Many Rivers Meet
124 One Day Where Many Rivers Meet



R I V E R F L OW C O N T E N T S (continued)

125 The Painter’s Hand Fire in the Earth
128 The Poet Fire in the Earth
130 The Body in Full Presence Fire in the Earth
131 No One Told Me Fire in the Earth
132 Four Horses The House of Belonging
135 This Poem Belongs toYou The House of Belonging
136 The Lightest Touch Everything is Waiting ForYou
137 My Poetry Everything is Waiting ForYou
139 Mariner Everything is Waiting ForYou

V I . REMEMBER

145 Where Many Rivers Meet Where Many Rivers Meet
146 Song For the Salmon Where Many Rivers Meet
147 Vision on the Hills Where Many Rivers Meet
149 Time Left Alone Where Many Rivers Meet
151 What it Means to be Free Fire in the Earth
152 Horse in Landscape: Franz Marc Fire in the Earth
154 You Darkness Rilke Fire in the Earth
155 The Well of Stars The House of Belonging
158 Once Round the Moon Everything is Waiting ForYou
161 Learning To Walk New Poems
165 Remember New Poems
167 Apology New Poems

V I I . EXILE

171 What is it Like? Where Many Rivers Meet
172 Actaeon Tells All Where Many Rivers Meet
173 John Clare’s Madness Where Many Rivers Meet
175 This Time Fire in the Earth
178 Never Enough Fire in the Earth
179 Second Birth Fire in the Earth
180 NewYear Prayer New Poems



R I V E R F L OW C O N T E N T S (continued)

V I I I . THE CONSEQUENCE OF LOVE

185 Pisac, Peru Where Many Rivers Meet
186 Huaras Where Many Rivers Meet
188 Ayacucho Where Many Rivers Meet
190 Cuzco Where Many Rivers Meet
192 Macchu Picchu Where Many Rivers Meet
194 In a Moment of Madness, a Dublin

Poet Thinks of an Old Love Where Many Rivers Meet
195 The Hawthorn The House of Belonging
198 The Truelove The House of Belonging
201 Living Together Everything is Waiting ForYou
202 Marriage Everything is Waiting ForYou
204 The Poet as Husband Everything is Waiting ForYou
205 TheVows at Glencolmcille Everything is Waiting ForYou

I X . SONS & DAUGHTERS

213 First Steps in
Hawkshead Churchyard Where Many Rivers Meet

214 Brendan The House of Belonging
217 My Daughter Asleep New Poems

X . THEVOICE

225 The Soul Lives Contented Fire in the Earth
226 Revelation Must be Terrible Fire in the Earth
228 The Fire in the Song Fire in the Earth
230 The Sound of the Wild Fire in the Earth

X I . FROM THE KAYAK

239 Kayak I Songs for Coming Home
240 Kayak IV Songs for Coming Home
241 Kayak VI Songs for Coming Home



R I V E R F L OW C O N T E N T S (continued)

243 Out On the Ocean Songs for Coming Home
245 Watching the Sun Go Down Where Many Rivers Meet
246 Setting out at Dusk Where Many Rivers Meet
247 TenYears Later The House of Belonging

X I I . ALBION

251 There are Those Where Many Rivers Meet
252 Cotswold Where Many Rivers Meet
254 Hartshead Where Many Rivers Meet
256 Yorkshire The House of Belonging

X I I I . IRELAND

265 Hands Across the Water Where Many Rivers Meet
267 Return Where Many Rivers Meet
268 Spiddal Harbour 1976 Where Many Rivers Meet
269 Seeking out Time Where Many Rivers Meet
271 Poem in Praise of

The Trinity Harp Where Many Rivers Meet
272 The Horse Whisperer The House of Belonging
276 Tiananmen The House of Belonging
281 The All of It New Poems
283 Dun Aengus New Poems
285 The Seven Streams New Poems
286 Mameen New Poems
287 Tobar Phadraic New Poems
288 Coleman’s Bed New Poems

X I V. HIMALAYA

293 Muktinath Where Many Rivers Meet
295 Tilicho Lake Where Many Rivers Meet
296 The Faces at Braga Where Many Rivers Meet
299 Dreaming at Braga Where Many Rivers Meet
300 Bed Bugs in Kagbeni Where Many Rivers Meet



R I V E R F L OW C O N T E N T S (continued)

301 A Woman’sVoice Where Many Rivers Meet
302 This Poem a Prayer Flag Fire in the Earth
303 Takstang Fire in the Earth
305 The Old Interior Angel Fire in the Earth
308 Statue of Buddha Fire in the Earth
309 Statue of Shiva Fire in the Earth

X V. THOSE I KNOW AND HAVE KNOWN

313 News of Death Where Many Rivers Meet
314 Tan-y-Garth Where Many Rivers Meet
316 Edward The House of Belonging
321 Dougie The House of Belonging
325 Firelight and Memory Everything is Waiting ForYou
331 True Everything is Waiting ForYou
334 Looking out from Clare Everything is Waiting ForYou
337 Richard Everything is Waiting ForYou
339 The Fox Everything is Waiting ForYou
340 I Am Thinking of Women New Poems
342 Summer Reading New Poems

X V I . ADMONITIONS

347 Self-Portrait Fire in the Earth
348 Sweet Darkness The House of Belonging
349 All the TrueVows The House of Belonging
351 What to Remember

When Waking The House of Belonging
354 The Journey The House of Belonging
356 Working Together The House of Belonging
358 Loaves and Fishes The House of Belonging
359 The New Nobility Everything is Waiting ForYou
361 Everything is Waiting ForYou Everything is Waiting ForYou
362 Start Close In New Poems
364 No Path New Poems

367 Index of Poem Titles
372 Index of First Lines



C H RO N O L O G I CA L C O N T E N T S

New and Selected Poems

Songs for Coming Home (1984-86)

3 Coming Back to the House
32 The Song of the Lark
23 Horses Moving On The Snow
24 Light Over Water
93 Inside
33 Up on The Hill’s Back
31 The Opening of Eyes
25 The Wildflower
239 Kayak I
240 Kayak IV
241 KayakVI
243 Out on the Ocean
4 Home
121 Seven Steps for Coming Home

Where Many Rivers Meet (1990)

94 Faith
122 Muse
54 Where Many Rivers Meet
149 Time Left Alone
245 Watching the Sun Go Down
246 Setting out at Dusk
146 Song for the Salmon
293 Muktinath
295 Tilicho Lake
296 The Faces at Braga
299 Dreaming at Braga
300 Bed Bugs in Kagbeni
301 A Woman’sVoice
95 The Well of Grief
171 What is it Like?
172 Actaeon tells All
173 John Clare’s Madness
313 News of Death



C H RO N O L O G I CA L C O N T E N T S (continued)

147 Vision on the Hills
185 Pisac, Peru
186 Huaras
188 Ayacucho
190 Cuzco
192 Macchu Picchu
251 There are Those
213 First Steps in Hawkshead Churchyard
26 Owl Calls
252 Cotswold
254 Hartshead
314 Tan-y-Garth
27 Easter Morning In Wales
265 Hands across the Water
267 Return
268 Spiddal Harbour 1976
340 In a Moment of Madness,

a Dublin Poet Thinks of an Old Love
269 Seeking out Time
271 Poem in Praise of the Trinity Harp
28 Seen from Above
123 The Task at Hand
124 One Day

Fire in the Earth (1992)

34 Fire in the Earth
151 What it Means to be Free
347 Self-Portrait
35 Traveling to London
125 The Painter’s Hand
175 This Time
178 Never Enough
154 You Darkness
225 The Soul Lives Contented
226 Revelation Must be Terrible
228 The Fire in the Song
230 The Sound of the Wild
128 The Poet
130 The Body in Full Presence
131 No One Told Me
152 Horse in Landscape: Franz Marc



C H RO N O L O G I CA L C O N T E N T S (continued)

179 Second Birth
38 Unutterable Name
43 Sitting Zen
44 Open
45 We Shall not be Here
46 Death Waits
48 Midsummer Prayer
50 The Half Turn of Your Face
302 This Poem a Prayer Flag
303 Takstang
305 The Old Interior Angel
308 Statue of Buddha
309 Statue of Shiva

The House of Belonging (1997)

6 The House of Belonging
9 At Home
12 It Happens to those Who Live Alone
15 Winter Child
348 Sweet Darkness
349 All the TrueVows
351 What to Remember When Waking
16 The Winter of Listening
155 The Well of Stars
354 The Journey
256 Yorkshire
247 TenYears Later
132 Four Horses
273 The Horse Whisperer
276 Tiananmen
214 Brendan
316 Edward
321 Dougie
195 The Hawthorn
356 Working Together
358 Loaves and Fishes
135 This Poem Belongs ToYou
198 The Truelove



C H RO N O L O G I CA L C O N T E N T S (continued)

Everything is Waiting ForYou (2003)

136 The Lightest Touch
52 Sometimes
361 Everything is Waiting forYou
359 The New Nobility
137 My Poetry
96 Forgive
97 Threshold
99 Fishing
32 The Shell
104 Farewell Letter
158 Once Round the Moon
106 Looking
108 Dance Night in Waterford City
325 Firelight and Memory
331 True
334 Looking out from Clare
337 Richard
201 Living Together
202 Marriage
204 The Poet as Husband
205 TheVows at Glencolmcille
339 The Fox
54 When the Wind Flows
56 The Thicket
139 Mariner
59 Sligo Glen:Walking out of Silence
62 The Bell Ringer



C H RO N O L O G I CA L C O N T E N T S (continued)

New (2007)

362 Start close In
364 No Path
161 Learning to Walk
342 Summer Reading
67 Mortality My Mistress
112 Ancestral
114 Stepping Stones
217 My Daughter Asleep
180 NewYear Prayer
70 Waiting to Go On
281 The All of It
340 I am Thinking of Women
75 Arrivals
165 Remember
167 Apology
81 Who Made the Stars?
78 The Hazel Wood
283 Dun Aengus
285 The Seven Streams
286 Mameen
287 Tobar Phadraic
288 Coleman’s Bed
117 Tempus Omnia Revelat

367 Index of Poem Titles
372 Index of First Lines


